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ing increase. The number of dailies for the
whole country has risen from forty-eight to
three hundred and eighty in twenty-eight years.
The total number of newspapers and other
periodicals throughout France, which, in 1870,
was exceedingly small, rose in 1880 to 2,980,
in 1899 to 6,736,* and in 1908 to 9,877.2

The same freedom has been extended to lit-
erature. The Republic, for good or evil, has
abolished the censure of literary and especially
of dramatic works, assuming that the best cen-
sor, in this domain, is public opinion. The im-
perial laws, preventing the unfettered peddling
of books, of pamphlets, of papers and pictures,
were repealed; and the new statutes, as far as
this domain is concerned, apply only to porno-
graphic works.

The same generalising of freedom has been
applied to the opening of saloons, and that with
unfortunate results. A great change has also
taken place in reference to travel and residence.
Formerly there was a real inquisitorial system.
Travellers were subjected to numerous formali-
ties more or less vexatious, and even to the sur-
veillance of spies in hotels. Any citizen travel-
ling at a distance of fifteen or twenty miles from

1 Avenel, H., Annuaire de la presse.

2 Annuaire de la presse franeaise, 1909.